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AIA Global Education
Host Family Information



Host Family Program
AIA host families agree to accommodate our exchange students in either San Diego or Los Angeles.

Each host family agrees to undertake the responsibility of providing a safe, welcoming and culturally rewarding experience for each student - your guest.
 
Initial collection of exchange students: The students will be arriving at LAX. They will be collected and driven to the specified destination to meet you - their “family”. There will be a group text message alerting you of any delays or change of collection time. There may be times when getting through customs will take longer than anticipated. Also, the commute from LAX to San Diego could be delayed by unforeseen traffic issues. We appreciate your patience, understanding and flexibility.
Family welcome: Your students may be a bit reserved and a little shy. One student may speak a little bit more English than their partner and end up being the translator. Smiles and a warm welcome will do wonders to make your guests feel at home. Google translate or the WeChat app are handy tools to help bridge the communications gap.

Rooms and sleeping arrangements: Each student should have their own bed. No more than two (2) students per room with a maximum of four (4) students per host family. Each bed should changed on a weekly basis. There should be a wardrobe, drawer space and a mirror available. If there isn’t a desk located in the room, please let your guests know they can use the kitchen/dining table or other specified area to complete their homework.
House facilities: Please make sure to show your guests how to use the faucets for the sink and shower. Also, if you have a shower curtain, please show them how to use the shower liner to prevent excess water on the bathroom floor. If there is Wi-Fi access, please share access and rules. Also, let them know they can wash clothes in the washing machine. Dryers are not common in China. Usually exchange students will wash their clothes in the sink and hang them to dry. 
Stipend/Allowance
Host families receive a stipend to help with the cost of food, gas and utilities that the students use during their stay 
Stipend is as follows
· 2 students $80/night
· 4 students $160/night
Host Family Criteria
Requirements Must be met prior to students’ arrival
· Signed and dated application form
· WIFI
· Washer and dryer in home or apartment building
· Background Check Cleared by National Center Safety Initiatives
· Proof of current driver’s license and automobile insurance for the vehicle in which the student will be transported
· 1 Bed per student
· Smoke detector
· max 2 students per room
· max 4 students per household
· Homestay must be within a 50 minute drive
· Signed and dated application form
· Completed on-site interview form
· Home inspection form
* Host families must meet all the above criteria *
Host Family Responsibilities and Expectations
Host families are responsible for precious children. They will act as the children’s caretakers   while they are in our program. They are responsible for taking care of the children and making sure they are safe and happy.  Host Families are not the legal guardians. The teachers/chaperones that come with the students act as their legal guardians.
Host families are responsible for the following.
· Driving to and from school
· Providing breakfast and dinner on school days and breakfast, lunch and dinner on the weekends including snacks
· Host families make sure the children are clean and go to school with clean clothes
· Assisting the children with their homework and laundry
· Taking them somewhere free on the weekend when no tours are scheduled 
· Host families supply towels, clean bedding, and soap
· Provide a loving, nurturing safe environment
· Support and make the student feel welcomed 
Accommodations
Americans live in apartments, town homes, condominiums or houses of various sizes. AIA carefully screens all homes meet our criteria 
AIA requires that all host families provide the host students with his/her own bed. This can be bunk beds or a regular bed, linens in a room with natural lighting. The student shall NOT share a bed, but may share a room with another student. If the student shares a room, it must be from the same group/school and the same gender.  
Safety
AIA host families are expected to take all safety precautions associated with taking care of a child. This includes smoke alarms in the home, pool restrictions, making sure the child has a seat belt when traveling in a car.
If AIA determines a host family has not followed AIA safety rules, the student will be removed from the family immediately.
Communication
As is the case with many cross-cultural experiences, communication will serve as the foundation for starting a good relationship with your host student. Although the students will go through a long orientation process that will prepare them for the program, many students may experience feelings of uncertainty. We suggest that students speak with their host family immediately. Remember you are there to practice your sharpen your English skills. What better way than to communicate with your new host family.
Dress Code
Students are asked to wear pajamas when they go to bed or are walking around the house. Students are not allowed to be in their underclothing. Clothing or pajamas must be worn at all times. 
Potential Challenges
Language Barrier
Students may feel hesitant or anxious to communicate or or fully engage in the American life in the first few days. Students may find it challenging to be living in an environment where the majority of the conversations occur in English.  Our Host families make an effort to speak slowly and clearly. Some host families will learn a few Mandarin words to make the student feel comfortable.
Meals
Out of Respect for the host family and as an avenue of learning more about American culture, AIA asks students to try all the foods prepared by the host family. Students with dietary restrictions are placed with host families that can accommodate the student’s needs. 
Cell Phones
We require that students go to bed and put their phones away before 10:00 pm. Host families may take the phones away if the student insists on being on their phone after 10:00 pm. Phones are also not permitted during dinner, as this is the time for students to communicate and practice speaking with your host families.
Medical
All students are required to have medical insurance. The student’s chaperon will cover any medical expenses not covered by Insurance during the dates of the program. Thus if there is a medical need, then the host family will contact an AIA representative, who will contact the chaperon. The chaperon must accompany the student to the hospital or doctor’s office visit and sign as the guardian and provide payment. 
Sick Child Policy
Sick children are unable to attend school and must stay home. The teacher/chaperone will stay with the sick child in the host family house if the host parent is unable to take off of work due to sick child.
 Sick Child Protocol
 Host families are to notify the local coordinator if a child is sick and cannot go to school. The host family may keep the child at home if they can take the time away from work. 
If there will not be an adult home during the work week, the child’s chaperone will come to your house and care for the sick child until a family member over 18 returns to the home. In the event a child becomes ill at school. The Chaperone will be notified and will stay with the sick child until the host family returns.
 Symptoms requiring a child to stay home from school
· Fever of a temperature of 100F or higher (a child needs to be fever free for a minimum of 24 hours before returning to school, that means the child is fever free without the aid of Tylenol, or any other fever reducing substance.)
· Fever AND sore throat, rash, vomiting, diarrhea, earache, irritability, or confusion.
· Diarrhea: runny, watery, bloody stools, or 2 or more loose stools within last 4 hours.
· Vomiting: 2 or more times in a 24-hour period. 
· Breathing trouble, sore throat, swollen glands, loss of voice, hacking or continuous coughing.
· Frequent scratching of body or scalp, lice, rash, or any other spots that resemble childhood diseases, including ringworm.
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